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MEDIA RELATIONS

POLICY
Proper media communication is extremely important to the ultimate success of all OFSAA Championships.  It is also important to the entire OFSAA program and school sport in general.

Each championship convenor is expected to make arrangements for the creation of a web site which will be linked to OFSAA’s web site.  This web site will become the major form of communication between the event and the public (including media).
PROCEDURE
From time to time, staff will designate the major publications, radio and television stations within the province which must be informed of all aspects of OFSAA championships.

Championship convenors must designate a specific person on the organizing committee to deal with publicity and the media.  The name, address (including electronic), phone and fax numbers must be sent to the OFSAA office at least 60 days prior to the championship.
Accreditation Request
In order to become accredited, an applicant must be an employee of the recognized news organization that is requesting the accreditation.  All media must register in advance for media accreditation when covering OFSAA events.  Every effort will be made to fill each request, but because of limited space, some requests will be denied.  If members of the media are planning to bring a photographer, they must inform the respective convenor at time of request.
Identification Tags
Identification tags should be issued to the media members who receive accreditation. The passes should allow access to the venue or specified locations within the site.
Parking Passes

Reserved parking for the media cannot be necessarily guaranteed at the majority of OFSAA Championship events. The media contact person at the championship will distribute parking passes when necessary.  Convenors must try to make every attempt to accommodate the needs of the media.

Photography/Video

Tournament site media coordinators will establish the areas in which photographers will be free to work, and additionally, will not interfere with the contest or the view of the spectators. All photographers must be reminded to obtain accreditation at least 24 hours prior to the championship.
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Photography/Video (Cont’d)
Television camera personnel are to register with the championship media coordinator to obtain directions for taping.  Video taping is allowed at no charge, for a sixty second news report.  All other video taping is subject to approval of the OFSAA championship convenor and the OFSAA staff liaison person.
Some schools involved in the championship may request an area for videotaping their contest. These tapes are to be used only for review by the school coaching staff and athletes. The tapes may not be used for public viewing or fund raising. 

Post Game Procedures
The media coordinator for each championship site shall arrange and plan for a post contest interview and photography area.  The following must be stressed:

1. Locker rooms are off limits to any person not directly associated with the team/athletes.

2. All people are to respect the decisions of the coaches regarding their right to privacy for post contest team meetings.  A person should be appointed to act as liaison between the media and the contestants. This person is the only one who may approach the athletes, inviting players/coaches to the interview area.

At the conclusion of each championship game/match, a ten-minute cooling down period should be observed. These ten minutes will give coaches time to visit with their players and will allow the players and coaches time to collect their thoughts before answering questions from the media.  No interviews will be conducted during the 10-minute cooling down period.

Due to the limitations of some championship sites, the interviews may be held on the contest field or court.  In such instances, all reporters and photographers are to respect the privacy of team bench areas and the official post contest ceremonies.  In all cases, members of the media should consult with the media coordinator prior to the championship.

Post Contest Reporting Facilities

OFSAA recognizes the importance of prompt and timely reporting of championship results. The championship media coordinator should arrange for the best possible facilities to accommodate reporters.  As many desks and telephone lines as possible should be reserved for reporters, realizing the limitations of various sites.  Reporters must complete their work in a timely manner since telephone lines will be shared in most cases.

Media coordinators are requested to locate alternate reporting facilities when a venue does not provide for such space.  A nearby school or business should be approached prior to the tournament when reporting facilities are not available.  Reporters should be given information and directions to this alternative site.

